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Middlesex Bell News

All the news, articles, achievements, outings and seasonal celebrations from members throughout the
Middlesex County Association and the London Diocesan Guild.
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Outings
WEEKEND TRIP TO YPRES

Janet Betham St. Anne's, Highgate

From28th to 30th Junethis year11 ringersand friendsfrom St Augustine'sKilburn,travelledto Ypresto ring
at St George'sMemorial Church Jay a wreath at the Menin Gateandvisit someof the cemeteriesto honourthe
dead and missingfrom World War |. We were particularly keen to remember bellringerswhose details are
recordedby Alan Regin,Stewardof the CentralCouncilof ChurchBell Ringersn the Rollsof Honour,and | was
very grateful to be includedin this trip of a lifetime. Ypreswasall-but flattened during the war, but hasbeen
painstakinglyreconstructedin the original style, and has become synonymouswith the trench warfare that
typified the fightingon the WesternFrontincludingthe senselesslaughterat nearbyPasschendaele

The visit began on Friday 28th with ringing at St George'sMemorial Church, consecratedin 1929 to
commemorateover 500,000 Britishand Commonwealthtroops who had died in the three battlesfought for the
YpresSalientduring World War |. The church was always plannedto include a ring of bells, but there was
insufficient funding availableuntil 2017, when 8 new bells, castby JohnTaylor& Ca of Loughboroughwere
installed,beingthe only changeringingpeal of bellsin Belgium Thelate PhilipVracasone-time Presidentof the
MCA who rangat Kilburnand Spitalfieldswasone of the trusteesof this project and hasthe treble dedicatedto
him. Eachbell bears an inscriptionto a fallen ringer and 'For a Soldierof the Great War known unto God'
(RudyardKipling) the first peal was rung on 10th January2018 YpresSurpriseMajor with Alan Reginon the
tenor, andthe newlytrainedlocalbandrangon ArmisticeDay,11th November2018

Before we rang, we were remindedthat the bells were installedto respectfullycommemoratethose lost in
WWI, 'lest we forget', and not just for addingto our list of tower-grabs,and indeed some of us did want to
dedicateatouch or a quarter-pealto distantrelatives Thebellswere a delightto ring andthe ringingchamber,
(with its camerasand a screen down in the foyer), a well maintainedand poignantspacefull of photographs,
memorialplaquesandhandbells

After a breakwe all met up at the Menin Gate,one of four memorialsto the missingin BelgianFlanderswyhich
coversthe areaknown asthe YpresSalient,for the daily 8pm LastPost Threeof our group, JanetDrake,Lucy
Chandhiabnd Harry Baulcombelaid a wreath on behalfof the MCAto 5 fallenringers PrivateCharles= Dell of
Isleworth and Corporal FrederickG. Teggof Southgate,both rememberedon the Tyne Cot Memorial and
CaptainAlexanderR Milne of Barnet, Corporal Arthur J Rokerof Acton and Private Harry W.R Thurlow of
StainesSt Peter,all inscribedon the Menin GateMemorialamongstover 54,000 names It wasa short but very
well-attendedceremonywhichtakesplaceeveryevening Saturdaysaw us back at St George'sto
ring more touches and quarter-peals, and
Alan then took us to visit 5 of the nearby
Commonwealth War Graves Commission
cemeteries, starting with Ypres Reservoir
Cemetery near the prison which had
survivedbombardmenttogether with much
of the Cathedrabnd ClothHall Thisis Esther
D I 2re@noriesof the five cemeterieswe
visited

W ¢ KYPres Reservoir Cemetery, marked
especiallywith a poignantstory of the Knott
brotherswhosefather askedfor them to be
buried together. Thena whistle-stop tour to
the New lIrish Farm Cemetery with a
refreshing (and invigorating!) hot toddy (a
G . S yagdX 2 (g énixture of Benedictine

- and hot water, a tradition broughtbackfrom
Harr_yBauIcombeJanet Drake and Lucy Chandhial laying the wreath atthe the Great War by the East Lancashire
Menin Gate Regimentthe OxfordRoadCemetery
with the memorial to the 50th NorthumberlandDivisionstandingproud nearby, where we paid tribute to a
famous cricketer, Colin Blythe the Airplane Cemeterywhere we learnt about the bittersweet story of Luke
Leadbeaterand his fiancée and finally to the largest Commonwealthcemeteryin the world, the Tyne Cot
Cemetery,where some of us rang handbellsby the memorial panel showingamongstothers the name of
CorporalFrederickGeorgeTeggfrom Southgatewho had rung pealsalso at Barnet, Edmonton,St ! Y RNB ¢ Q &
Enfieldand Tottenhamandwho wasalsorememberedon our wreath.Q | 2 yoverR
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We also saw an amazing peal book of
Rifleman Bertram Prewett London Irish
Rifles,a prolific ringerafter whomthe ringing
room at St D S 2 NB&r&fed,and who had
rung pealswith PrivateCF. Dellof Isleworth

Onthe Sundaywe rang for the serviceat
St George's,and some of us visited the
FlandersFieldsMuseum, the Cathedraland §
the market, before we went our separate
ways,by car,train or bicycle

...........

Regin for arranging the ringing at St .
George'swith Lucy,for preparingthe wreath ',% 53 5]
andfor guidingusaroundthe cemeteries Tyne Cot Cemetery
with hisfascinatingcommentaryon notable gravesand memorialsappropriateto where we live or ring for usto
readout. We alsothank MichaelDickinsorfor arrangingour accommodatiorand eveningmealswith suchcare,
andfor hislocalknowledgeof the town andsurroundings

Afull report givingmoreringinga 2 f RnarSedhdetailsis availablein RingingWorld no. 5911, 9th August
2024

FOANOTE: Alan is now producing a new book to add nearly 90 names to the WWII Rolls of Honour. The cost
will be approximately £4,500 and the CCCBR are appealing for contributions to The Central Council of Church
Bell Ringers, sort code: 3®-50, account number: 00218896, reference ROH
(cccbr.org.uk/2024/01/05/rollsf-honour).




. Outings
Brighton Bells

Elliott Johnson
St. James, Prebend Street

The middle of Junesawa
N&E ringers' outing to
Brighton | R 2 ykfbiv how
many ringing omens there
are, but the dayR A RlgoR (i
goodwith cloudygrey skies
and rain being the view

from our seatson the
BrightonLinetrain. Fightingthe elementsoutside Brighton station, things soon pickedup and the bandsof

ringers were taking in the sightsto our first tower of the day. Stt S (i £NI2H,York Place 10 bells to
challengethe newer ringersamongstus, and the nervesof us not quite usedto ten bellswere beingtested
whilst tiptoeing over what seemedto be a buildingsite but wasactuallythe stagefor what might havebeen
. NRA 3 Kvédliggof &he year.

Two strongringersto ring up the tenor and the ringingwas under way. Thingscould only get easierfrom
then on in. Somemore walkingaroundthe town and,for someof us, bracingthe coastalwindswhile ticking
off the tourist areasof the Pier(includingthe sadremainsof the old one still pokingits headout in the sea),
the GrandHotel,and maybepoppingin anarcadeshopto dispenseof some2p coins

Towernumbertwo: StNicholas,ChurchStreet Anotherten bell tower with a groundfloor ring. Andthen
onto lunch Herethe ringersgroupwent in separatewaysfor our two andahalfK 2 dZN& KB STB&Pump
House- the advertisedvenuefor our lunch- openedtheir first floor just for us, but otherswent to the coast
forX what else?Yes,fish and chips,of course,protecting our mealsfrom the very hungryseagullsThesun
washy now shiningbrightly, but very choppywatersput an endto dippingour toes. Someof the grouprang
handbellsduringthe breakon the grassoutsidethe last church,The GoodShepherdwhere we were led in
someexcellentringingof GrandsireTriples,SurpriseMinor and DoubleNorwichasa thankyouto the R & Q &
organiserJanetBetham

For most of us, a train backto Londonwhere we reflected positivelyon a great outing and our luck at
avoiding the rain. A big thank you to Tom Britten, Steve Jakemanand Colin Cherrett for running the
respectiveringing sessionsio JanetBethamfor planningthe day andto all those who attended and made
the dayasexcellentasit was

50 Ringing Things for Teams

Celia Workman

Fourteenringers went on an Outing which
wasorganisedaspart of '50 RingingThingsfor
¢ S I YTaeyroup included ringers from All
Saints HarrowWealdand MonkenHadley We
met at St Mary the Virgin, Monken Hadley,a
lovely 8, perfectly suitedto the learnersin our
group. We rangMexicanWave,CallChanges,
and plain hunt on 5 (with 3 covers) for
learners at this stage Theallotted time went
very quickly! Our 2nd tower was St Giles at
South Mimms (photo). Here we rang plain
hunt, roundsand calls,and PlainBobdoubles
Toring bells5 and 6 we hadto standon a low
windowsill! We enjoyed ringing 'new' bells
with anotherteam - all part of the experience
of beingaringer!
Suitablytired, manyof uswent to the pub for a well-earneddrink and lunch Ouryoungestringeramazed
usall by demolishingan enormousservingof stickytoffee puddingand TWOscoopsof ice cream!
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